Summary of Health and Safety Practices
China

Denmark

Norway

Singapore

Taiwan

Gradual reopening
since March

Opened April 15 for
children up to age 12

Opened April 27 for
Grades 1–4

Opened until April 8, then
closed due to nonschool-related outbreak

Never fully closed; local,
temporary closures
as needed

Health
screening

Temperature checks at
least twice daily

Temperature checks
on arrival

Temperature checks
on arrival

Temperature checks
twice daily

Temperature checks
on arrival

Quarantine
and school
closure
policy

Quarantine if sick until
symptoms resolve

Stay home 48 hours
if sick

Stay home if sick until
symptom-free 1 day

Quarantine required and
legally enforced if one has
had close contact with a
confirmed case; school
closes for deep cleaning if
case confirmed

Class is suspended
14 days if one case
confirmed, school
suspended 14 days if
2+ cases

Class size reduced from
50 to 30 in some areas of
the country

Class sizes reduced to
accommodate 2-meter
(6 feet) separation in
classrooms; non-teaching
staff provide support

Maximum class size
15 for Grades 1–4,
20 for Grades 5–7

No maximum class
size; classrooms are
large enough to ensure
1–2 meter (3–6 feet)
separation

No maximum class
size; students in stable
homerooms; subjectmatter teachers move
between classes

Classroom
space/
physical
distancing

Group desks broken up;
some use dividers

Physical distancing
(2 meters) within
classrooms; use of
outdoor space, gyms,
and secondary school
classrooms

Physical distancing
within classrooms;
use of outdoor space
encouraged

Group desks broken
up in Grade 3 and up;
1–2 meter (3–6 feet)
distance maintained

Group desks broken up;
some use dividers

Arrival
procedures

Designated routes
to classes; multiple
entrances

No family members past
entry; staggered arrival/
dismissal

No family members past
entry; staggered arrival/
dismissal

No family members past
entry; parents report
travel; staggered arrival/
dismissal

No family members
past entry

Mealtimes

Eat at desks or,
if cafeteria used,
seating is assigned in
homeroom groups

Sit well apart while
eating; no shared food

Eat at desks or,
if cafeteria used,
homeroom groups
enter in shifts

Assigned seating in
cafeteria with 1–2 meter
(3–6 feet) spacing

Eat at desks; some
use dividers

Recreation

Some schools have
suspended physical
education

Students play outside as
much as possible; play
limited to small groups
within homeroom

Students sent outside as
much as possible; play
limited to small groups;
outdoor space divided
and use is staggered

Inter-school sports
suspended; small-group
play time staggered

Sports and physical
education suspended

Transport

Using “customized school
buses” with seats farther
apart to limit proximity

School buses allowed;
only one student per row

Private transportation
encouraged; one student
per row on buses

Still running buses and
public transit

Still running buses and
public transit, cleaning at
least every 8 hours

Hygiene

Masks required, provided
by the government;
frequent handwashing

Frequent handwashing;
posters and videos
provided

Staff training on hygiene
standards; frequent
handwashing; posters
and videos provided

Frequent handwashing;
posters and videos
provided

Masks required, provided
by the government;
windows and air vents
left open

Guidance for cleaning,
disinfecting, and
waste disposal

Guidance for cleaning
and disinfecting;
government provides
cleaner, thermometers

Guidance for frequent
and thorough cleaning;
disinfecting not required;
students help clean

Common areas
cleaned frequently
(e.g., every 2 hours);
students help clean

Detailed guidance for
cleaning and disinfecting
common areas

Context

Group size
and staffing

Cleaning
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